Bay Crossing Study

Maryland Transportation Authority

Division of Planning and Program Development
2310 Broening Highway

Baltimore, MD 21224

Gentlemen,

I appreciate your efforts to determine the most efficacious CROSSING of the
Chesapeake Bay other than at Annapolis. In further studies, “What is your destination as
you cross the Bay?” should be asked of each driver for at least a two week period.

If it is answered, Ocean City, for a significant proportion, than a new orientation
should begin to focus on sites other than Annapolis crossing. It is inherently better to
choose a site much to the South to orient drivers more directly to Ocean City. In fact site
13 begins to become a better focus!

I respectfully encourage seasonal evaluations for the coming year to get a better
determination of new sites.

Enc.

~MDTA Notation: Enclosure with personal information redacted.
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November 17, 2019

Bay Crossing Study

Maryland Transportation Authority

Div. of Planning & Program Development
2310 Broening Highway

Baltimore, MD 21224

Hello,

I expect you have had enough of long-winded letters from me, but this should be
the last one.

I am sending you a copy of the report “Artificial Intelligence and Life in 2030,

It is the first report of a panel that proposes to capture the state of Artificial
Intelligence every five years for the next 100 years, because Al is too important
and too ubiquitous to not have a record made of its life history. Of course it is old,
written in 2015, but its comments on transportation made then (pages 18 — 24), are
very accurate for conditions today. So my point is to learn from this and watch for
the next progress report from this committee due in a few years

Frankly, [ am sending you this because I was so unimpressed with the prediction
that was the basis of your three recent choices for bridge locations across
Chesapeake Bay. You may have the correct answer, but you have the wrong
reasons. In predicting the future, the only thing we can be sure of, is that a
surprise-free extrapolation from today is going to be wrong.

So my plea to you is to base your predictions on the results of people who are
experts at that job. They are not perfect; predictions never are. And make your
plans as general as possible because midcourse corrections will no doubt be
required.



I am reminded of a sign I saw many years ago in a grocery store. It said “Notice.
We have an arrangement with the local Bank. They don't sell groceries and we
don't cash checks.” In the same way you can say “We don't make predictions, and
they don't build bridges.”

Have you noticed the Chevrolet commercials on TV? They are pushing pickup
trucks and SUVs. Chevrolet doesn’t make sedans any more!

Att.


































the abilities and efliciency ol people who have access to them. Policies should be
evaluated as to whether they foster democratic values and equitable sharing of Al’s
benefits, or concentrate power and benefits in the hands of a fortunate few.

As this report documents, significant Al-related advances have already had
an impact on North American cities over the past fifteen years, and even more
substantial developments will occur over the next fifteen. Recent advances are largely
due to the growth and analysis of large data sets enabled by the internet, advances
in sensory technologies and, more recently, applications of “deep learning.” In the
coming years, as the public encounters new Al applications in domains such as
transportation and healthcare, they must be introduced in ways that build trust and
understanding, and respect human and civil rights, While encouraging innovation,
policies and processes should address ethical, privacy, and security implications, and
should work to ensure that the benefits of Al technologies will be spread broadly and
fairly. Doing so will be critical if’ Artificial Intelligence research and its applications
are to exert a positive influence on North American urban life in 2030 and beyond.
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privacy as their responsibility. Broad legal mandates encouraged companies to
develop a professional staff and processes to enforce privacy controls, engage with
outside stakcholders, and to adapt their practices to technology advances. Requiring
greater transparency enabled civil socicty groups and media to become credible
enforcers both in court and in the court of public opinion, making privacy more
salient to corporate boards and leading them to further invest in privacy protection.

In Al, too, regulators can strengthen a virtuous cycle of activity involving internal
and external accountability, transparency, and professionalization, rather than narrow
compliance. As Al is integrated into cities, it will continue to challenge existing
protections for values such as privacy and accountability. Like other technologies, Al
has the potential to be used for good or nefarious purposes, This report has tried to
highlight the potential for both. A vigorous and informed debate about how to best
steer Al in ways that enrich our lives and our societly, while encouraging creativity
in the field, is an urgent and vital need. Policies should be evaluated as to whether
they democratically foster the development and equitable sharing of AI’s benefits,
or concentrate power and benefits in the hands of a fortunate few. And since future
AT technologies and their effects cannot be foreseen with perfect clarity, policies will
need to be continually re-evaluated in the context of observed societal challenges and
evidence from fielded systems.

As this report documents, significant Al-related advances have already had
an impact on North American cities over the past fifteen years, and even more
substantial developments will occur over the next fifteen, Recent advances are largely
due to the growth and analysis of large data sets enabled by the Internet, advances
in sensory technologies and, more recently, applications of “deep learning.” In the
coming years, as the public encounters new Al applications in domains such as
transportation and healthcare, they must be introduced in ways that build trust and
understanding, and respect human and civil rights. While encouraging innovation,
policies and processes should address ethical, privacy, and security implications, and
should work to ensure that the benefits of AT technologies will be spread broadly and
fairly. Doing so will be critical if Artificial Intelligence research and its applications
are to exert a positive influence on North American urban life in 2030 and beyond.
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To; g N B—

Ms. Melissa Williams, Director, Division of Planning < Program Development, MDTA

2310 Broening Highway

Baltimore, Maryland, #21224

From,

Subject;
Mountain Road Bridge Across the Bay

Ms. Williams,

On the 6" of November 2019, I received a letter from the Maryland Transportation Authority acknowledging
the fact that I sent my letter to Governor Larry Hogan as to using the ‘Scenic/Historic Mountain Road
Pentnsula” as a preliminary corridor to a thind bridge across the Chesapeake Bay. Inaword ... Ridiculous! OF
all the locations that the Maryland Transportation 4 uthority considers as a route across the Chesapeake Bay
to Rock Hall, The “Scenic/Historic Mountain Road Peninsula” in the worse, First of all; it is a
Scenic/Historic Road!” The criteria to build on a “Scenic/Historic Road-Way" are so Stringent that, like I've
written before, you really wouldn't be able to builil 4 doghouse on it. Then there's the situation witf the “One
Thousand Foot Critical Area.” Thiis makes the area of the "Scenic/Historic Mountain Road Peninsula” even
smaller o more vulnerable to “Non-Point Pollution” of our Bay &L hier tributaries & the loss of Aesthetic
Open Space, which is at a premium in our state, county o, in Pasadena, The “Scenic/Historic Mountain Road
Peninsula’ is already a mobile parking lot. And if wasn’t for the efforts of the citizens of this peninsula of
our elected officials who worked with us to save this st bastion of relatively pristine open space, the lower
portion of Mountain Road would look just like the upper portion, with the overcrowded hiousing
developments & commercial expansions at every turn!

FHow about we do everything in our power to save this Jewelfrom the overdevelopment of land; habitat
destruction & the unprecedented idea of using the “Scenic/tistoric Mountain Road Peninsula” as an artery
for another bridge across thie Chesapeake Bay. We already fiave so much industrial expansions, commercialism
on a large scale &7, fiousing development in this area, why not look farther Soutfi? How about Calvert County?
The residents in the Washington, D.C. area fiave Lo navigate ‘North to the Washington Beltway, then Route
50 to the two existing Bay bridges, in order to cross to the Easternshore of Maryland, This as everyone who
lves in Maryland Rnpows all to well causes the traffic bacKup from the Wastiington Beltway to those trwo
bridges over the Bay,



The old saying ... “Not In My Back Yard” is a fitting response. But again, how about furtfier Soutfi? How
about around Chesapeake Beach near the Routes of 260 — 261 — 263 — 402 — 343 — 765 — Route 4 - & Route
2° And ... How about considering a Double Deck Bridge like the state of New York has with the George
Washington Bridge? Seeing that we, the Anne Arundel County residents already fiave an overabundunce of

In conclusion let me reiterate ... We hiave more than enough development in Anne Arundel County & in
Pasadena. Move your focus further Soutf to Calvert County <, thie surrounding area. Yes, the Bridge/Bridges
will have to be much longer to cross the Chesapeake Bay, but they're mary other Bridges that span larger
bodies of water & land that have been buify & will continue to be built.

Let Maryland; Calvert County  the Maryland Transportation Authority take the credit for building a
“State of the art” Double Deck Bridge across our beloved Chesapeaky Bay!

Sincerely;

cc: A
Governor Larry Hogan

Senator Bryan Simonaire

Delegate Brian A. Chisholn

Delegate Nicholaus Kjpke

Anne Arundel County Exgcutive Steuart @ittman






